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MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — MEDIA STATEMENTS 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.25 pm]: Earlier today, during non-government business, 
I moved a motion on palliative care, and I mentioned to members at that time that it is important for us to find 
areas of commonality. We had a very good and constructive debate on that motion, and I thank members for their 
contribution to that debate. 
Another area in which there ought to be commonality between members is respect for the institution that is the 
Legislative Council. Indeed, that would be consistent with the concluding remarks of the former President of the 
Legislative Council, Hon Barry House, to the house last week that the Legislative Council ought to be considered 
as an institution and we ought to ensure that we respect it. 
I want to draw to members’ attention to a series of unfortunate events that occurred this week. I start with Tuesday, 
23 May, when the Minister for Regional Development, who unfortunately is away on urgent parliamentary 
business, improperly failed to table documents that I had requested. When that happened, it immediately caused 
some suspicion. I thought: why would the Minister for Regional Development not table documents that I had 
requested? Be that as it may; this has been a very busy week and we have all had a lot of important business to 
undertake. I am indebted to the hardworking Hon Jim Chown, who the following day, on Wednesday, 24 May, 
pursued the matter a little further. The result of that pursuit by Hon Jim Chown was that the Minister for Regional 
Development proceeded to table the documents that I had requested the previous day. Those documents were 12 
media statements that have been issued by the minister from the time of her appointment as a minister. I now have 
a copy of those 12 media statements. 

Having been a bit suspicious the previous day about why the Minister for Regional Development would be so 
shifty and not wish to table the documents that I had requested, I have taken the opportunity to review these 
documents. It is very interesting that last week, the Leader of the House, when responding to a question in her 
capacity as minister representing the Premier, indicated that ministers would be taking responsibility for the 
content of their media statements. Indeed, I was very pleased on Tuesday this week when the Minister for Regional 
Development, in response to a question that I asked about taking responsibility for the content of her media 
statements, said that she would take responsibility. However, after scrutinising those media statements, we find, 
disturbingly, that in 11 of the 12 media statements tabled by the Minister for Regional Development, the minister 
purports, falsely, to be a member of the Legislative Council. Admittedly, that is 11 breaches; it is not quite at the 
Scaffidi level of 45 breaches. However, to get it that wrong in 11 out of 12 media statements is a pretty poor start 
by the Minister for Regional Development. Interestingly, the Leader of the House, in her response to my question 
earlier today, said — 

However, to assist the honourable member I can confirm that the use of “MLC” was an administrative 
error, misused due to internal Department of the Premier and Cabinet template. 

That is the level of ministerial responsibility displayed at this early stage—somebody fobbing it off as an 
administrative error, and no apology to the house. Nevertheless, no member, including the Leader of the House, 
should consider this to be some kind of trivial matter and, as indicated by the Leader of the House, an administrative 
error, misused due to the internal Department of the Premier and Cabinet templates. I note that the government 
webpage for Hon Alannah MacTiernan, as far back as 8 April this year, well before the member was sworn into 
this place on 22 May, indicated that the member was a member of the Legislative Council, once again misusing 
the postnominal MLC. I suspect that the Leader of the House will once again tell us that this is an administrative 
matter, handled by somebody else, and we cannot blame Hon Alannah MacTiernan for this. I now turn to the 
Facebook page for Hon Alannah MacTiernan. Interestingly, what did I find as far back as 8 April this year, well 
before she was sworn in as a member of this place? I found this person indicating that she was a member for the 
North Metropolitan Region. On this occasion, neither the minister nor the Leader of the House can possibly suggest 
this is an administrative error done by somebody else other than the minister, because right at the bottom of the 
page it says, “Authorised by A. MacTiernan, 953a Beaufort Street, Inglewood, WA, 6051”. 

There are only 36 members of this chamber. There are not 36 plus however many Hon Alannah MacTiernan wants 
to add. There are only six members for the North Metropolitan Region. On 8 April this year, there were still only 
six members for the North Metropolitan Region, and she was not one of them. I consider this to be quite a serious 
matter. This institution, the Legislative Council, is not some kind of social club to which we can add a few members 
from time to time: “You’re going to be the member for North Metropolitan today; I think I’ll just claim it on my 
Facebook page, because really what I’m interested in is a bit more publicity and it sounds very good.” This is 
a serious matter. I hope that the Leader of the House, who has responsibility for her team in this place will 
ensure — 

Hon Sue Ellery: I’m jealous; you’ve shifted your affections and I’m jealous. 
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Hon NICK GOIRAN: Do not worry, I am getting to the Leader of the House; there is no chance of me forgetting 
her. 

I hope that the Leader of the House will ensure that this is properly dealt with, because I remind members, and the 
enthusiastic Leader of the House, of section 87 of the Criminal Code, which makes it an offence to impersonate 
a public officer. A member of the Legislative Council is a public officer, so this is a serious matter. I hope that the 
Leader of the House will not see this as a trivial matter. We cannot have this institution tarnished by people simply 
treating it like a social club. 

I hope that there is a way forward here, because it is after all only the first week for the Minister for Regional 
Development in this place. Taking the lead from Hon Ed Dermer, one of the excellent things I learned from him 
in his time in the chamber was that we should try to take a charitable interpretation of things. I choose to take 
a charitable interpretation of this. I am going to assume that this is incompetence and not wilful intent, and 
I hope that, during the non-sitting period over the next fortnight, the minister will reflect on this, and the 
Leader of the House will take her responsibility as leader of her team to ensure that this institution is properly 
respected. I trust that when we return here in June the minister will rise from her chair and deliver a ministerial 
statement and apologise to the house for this. Also, I trust that she will confirm that there will be no further 
infractions. 
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